[Spectroscopic analysis of biliary calculi: correlations of the type of calculi and clinical data of 25 consecutive surgical patients].
The Authors considering cholelithiasis as an heterogenic pathological entity report their experience of 25 surgical consecutive patients: 20 with cholesterol or combination gallstones and 5 with black pigmented gallstones. In this series the most frequent factors associated with cholesterol gallstones were LDL hypercholesterolemia and hypertriglyceridemia; while the most frequent factors associated with black pigmented gallstones were hepatopathies. The most frequent symptom was dyspepsia. Only the black pigmented and the mixed gallstones were associated with jaundice and pancreatitis. According to the Literature infection is associated to brown pigment gallstones in 95% of cases, in this series infection is rarely associated with other types of gallstones. Treatment with oral bile salts is useful only in pure cholesterol gallstones, so the distinction among different types of gallstones is useful not only for a better knowledge of their pathogenesis but also for a correct choice of the therapeutic options.